MMighty

The LORD has become my fortress...

Portics

Psalm 94:22

Evangelical
Lutberan <burch

December 2011

What would be your reac-
tion to the following an-
nouncement: the celebra-
tion of Christmas this year
at Mighty Fortress Church
will not be on December

Join us for Sunday
worship at

until May 7th of next year.
Anyone seriously objecting
to this change is asked to
contact the church office.

4425 Macland Rd.
Hiram, Georgia

30141
Woul dndt it
Service time: to see how many would
10:00 a.m. with object. But even more in-

teresting would be to hear
the reasons for their objec-
tions.

Bible class and
Sunday school at

11:15am. spring! | never heard of
such an idea! Why, there
definitely
snow on the ground on

For weekly May 7th, and we always

sermons, Visit our hope for snow on Christ-

website and click mas. Do you know how
on 0Ser mon Sharditisgoingtobetobuy
a Christmas tree in May,

25, but has been postponed

OChri st

Christmas in May

not to mention ornaments,
and Christmas lights, and it
just wouldnot
without a tree and decora-
tions! And besides, all our
plans have already been
made for
the one time of the year
when all the family gets to-
get her . We
plans now. In May, who
knows where
just
if the family was not to-
gether! The whole idea is

absolutely ridiculous! Whose
this?

idea was

I hope you are sitting down
for this. It

w 0 n When God decided to have

the first Christmas, when he
sent forth his Son into the
world to be born of the vir-
gin, it probably was not De-
cember 25. It probably was
not even in the winter. Ac-

can

we
woul dn

cording to Talmudic writ-
ers, the flocks of Pales-
k tine were brought in at
the beginning of Novem-
ber and not driven to
pasture again until

D e ¢ e mk March. So many experts

think that it was more
likely that those shep-
¢ herds who were keeping
watch over their flocks by
€ night were doing so in n
€ the spring rather thanin  a
the winter. Nor was
there probably any snow-
fall of any significant
¢ amount. In Jerusalem,
snow occurs only about
once every fifteen years,
w g and Bethlehem is only
five miles south of Jeru-
salem and at a lower alti-
tude. Nor were there any
Christmas trees or orna-
ments at that first
Christmas. (continue on
the back page)

To unsubscribe to this newsletter,
please send an e -mail at
fpiepen@bellsouth.net and indicate
your address.

Christmas Celebration Schedule

Chi | dr e n & sChristmas Eve Christmas Day
Christmas Service Celebration Celebration
Sunday, Saturday, Sunday,
December 11 at December 24 at December 25 at
6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
| o o
Silent Night,
4 "
oly Right
Pastor Fred Piepenbrink
4425 Macland Road A9Hi ram GA 30141
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News in Brief

(continued from page 1) The invention of the Christmas tree

did not occur until some 800 years after the birth of Christ,

and, of course, all the decorations came after that. And fi-

nally, at that first Christmas, Mary and Joseph were not

among friends and relatives. In fact, they were some 70

miles away from their home in Nazareth, stuck in some
stable because they forgot or
the local hotel. That first Christmas sounds quite different

from what we traditionally think of Christmas. But perhaps

Midweek Advent Services
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 30
OWhat 1Is the Tru
of Christmas?
s

Wednesday, December 7
0The Full I mpag

the reason is that we have forgotten what Christmas is all Saviords Comi
about. I f Christmas isn6t sno o}
even families getting together, then what is Christmas all Wednesday, December14:0 The Cel ebr at i
about ? Christmas is Godds gi Christmas Before Cho
Savior. Christmas is that Gift ruling in our hearts.

*okox A supper will be served at 6:00 p.m. each Wednesday.
Volunteers are needed to work at the Christmas Shop at All are welcomed to attend.
Heritage Assisted Living Center. We need people to help
the residents select gifts for their family and friends, wrap Members and friends of Mighty Fortress Church
the gifts, and deliver the wrapped gifts back to their rooms. participated in the Gobble Jog in Marietta on Thanks-
We also need help setting up and tearing down. The dates giving Day. Participants enjoyed the mild tempera-
are December 16 and 17, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Please con- tures and good fellowship along the way. The registra-
tact Teri Baker (678 -860-7196) with any questions. tion fee supported the MUST Ministries that provides

help to the needy in the community.

All children in our church and neighbor-

hood, age 3 through 6th grade, are invited to
our OCHRI STmas Cel ebr a
Birthday Jesus, 6 to be
Macland Road on Saturday, December 3,

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Activities in-

clude songs, puppets, Christmas story, and
crafts. Lunch will be provided. Parents may

drop their children off or stay for the entire
celebration. Register at our website:

www.mightyfortressgeorgia.com
or call the church office at

770-943-0330.
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MasHillRd | The new permanent home for
@ ) Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church
Hwy 120 (pallas ui) Comer Rd| ‘ , s at 4425 Macland Road, one mile
LoshautsnRd gy ™ aast of Highway 92 and four  -tenths
“enrensie: | Macland Rd mile_we_ﬂst of Poplar Sp_rings _R_oad.
ﬂ" e (360 ) We mwte_the com_munlty to join us
- for worship and Bible study for
Flotence Rd adults and children alike. Come to a
place where you will meet Jesus and
Powder those who love him.
Springs -
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