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Join us for Sunday 

worship at  

4425 Macland Rd.  

Hiram, Georgia 

30141 

Service time:            

10:00 a.m. with 

Bible class and 

Sunday school at 

11:15 a.m.  

 

 

For weekly 

sermons, visit our 

website and click 

on òSermons.ó  

 

 
To unsubscribe to this newsletter, 

please send an  e -mail at 

fpiepen@bellsouth.net and indicate 

your address.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As one who has lived in the 

state of Wisconsin longer 

than any of the other five 

states and one foreign 

country where I have held 

residency, I watched with 

more than just a passing 

interest the Super Bowl 

recently played. The last 

time the Green Bay Pack-

ers won the Super Bowl 

was in 1997, when I was 

serving a church in Mil-

waukee. I experienced 

firsthand the loyalty and 

sometimes frenzy of a 

Packer-Backer. A number 

of members would come to 

church in their Packer 

paraphernalia.  The atten-

dance at the earlier Sun-

day morning worship ser-

vice was disproportionately 

higher during the football 

season, because members 

wanted to be home in time 

for the opening kickoff.   

For the most part, support-

ing the Packers was all in 

good fun. But like anything 

that has its origin in this 

world, it could reach a point 

of spiritual harm. Anything 

that dominates our lives to 

the exclusion of our love and 

faith in Christ Jesus is at 

best distracting, and at 

worst, idolatrous.  

 

Jesus said in his famous Ser-

mon on the Mount, òNo one 

can serve two masters. Either 

he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be de-

voted to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve 

both God and 

Moneyó (Matthew 6:24). 

What the New International 

Version translates òMoney,ó 

the King James Version 

translates òMammon.ó 

òMammonó includes  money, 

but is more general to mean 

any material possession. 

Both words are capital-

ized to convey the idea of 

a proper name for an 

idol. Jesus doesnõt say 

you canõt have both God 

and money. He says that 

you canõt serve both. 

When it comes to love, 

trust, and devotion, one 

or the other will domi-

nate to the exclusion of 

the other. Either God is 

served with a single -eyed 

devotion, or he is not 

served at all.   

 

The beauty of devotion to 

God alone carries with it 

the promise of possessing 

all needed material 

things as well. Jesus 

said, òSeek first his king-

dom and his righteous-

ness, and all these things 

will be given to you as 

welló (Matthew 6:33).  

God or Mammon  

February  2011 

Dinner to Welcome New Members  

new member dinner in 

their honor. For our more 

than 30 new members 

along with the entire con-

gregation, we have set 

aside Saturday evening, 

February 26. The fun be-

gins at 5:00 p.m. for a 

Mexican dinner. Please 

plan on attending.  

New members are brought 

into our congregation by way 

of transfer from another 

WELS congregation or affir-

mation of faith from another 

Lutheran congregation or 

through a 12 -week Bible in-

formation class that reviews 

the basic doctrines of the 

Bible. Who will be our next 

new member?   

Pastor Fred Piepenbrink  

4425 Macland Road Å Hiram GA 30141-1911 
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Website: www.mightyfortressgeorgia.com  

One of the happiest times 

for a church is when new 

members join in fellow-

ship. It is a cause to not 

just rejoice but to thank 

the Lord for directing them 

to our family of believers. 

We like to show our love 

and appreciation for them, 

as well as get to know 

them better, by offering a 



Lenten Season is starting soon!  

Ash Wednesday is March 9, and for the next 

six Wednesdays Mighty Fortress Church 

will add a midweek Lenten service starting 

at 7:00 p.m. to draw attention to the impor-

tant lessons of Jesusõ passion history. This 

year the theme is òPeople of the Passion.ó 

The passion of Jesus Christ was all about 

people. Jesus suffered and died for all peo-

ple. People were there; people took a part; 

and people stood by and watched. What do 

we know about these people? This Lenten 

series includes Judas, the opportunist; 

Caiaphas, the schemer; Nicodemus, the si-

lent believer; Peter, the born leader; Pontius 

Pilate, the thinker; and one of the mob, the 

Mighty Fortress Church is blessed with a number of 

members who were born in countries other than the United 

States. This is always a blessing to a congregation in that it 

adds diversity of backgrounds and cultures, and most im-

portantly, demonstrates the uniting power of the gospel. 

Yes, we are one based purely on our common love and faith 

in the Lord Jesus. The early Christian church enjoyed a 

similar blessing when it brought together Jews and Gen-

tiles under the banner of Christianity. We would like to 

celebrate our diversity by displaying a small flag from each 

of the countries where our members were born. From our 

church records we have determined that we have members 

born in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Canada, India, Nigeria, Eng-

land, Germany, Trinidad, and, of course, the U.S. If we 

have missed anyone, please let the church office (770 -943-

0330) know as soon as possible.   

Wednesday morning Bible class at church continues its 

study of òAngels and Demons.ó If you have Wednesday 

mornings free and want to spend some time having coffee 

with fellow Christians in a relevant study from Godõs Word, 

please join us at 10:00 a.m. These sessions are open to all 

the community.  

 

New In Brief  
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Charles Bonow has as his full -time ministry the 

presentation each week of his service concerts in our 

churches in all parts of the country. He, with the help 

of his wife, pursues this extensive work with the 

prayer that through such a ministry of Godõs Word 

and song the name of our saving Lord will truly be 

hallowed and his Kingdom continue to come. Charles 

Bonow will be conducting our worship service on Sun-

day, March 13, at 10:00 a.m.  

   

 

 

. 

Our small -group 

Bible study is 

meeting in homes. 

We are currently 

studying life/social 

issues  and applying 

Godõs Word to them. 

We also are studying 

the Book of Philippi-

ans. The group 

meets every other 

Friday evening from 

7:30 to 9:00 p.m. The 

sessions conclude 

with prayer. All are 

welcome.  

Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church  

is located at 4425 Macland Road, 

one mile east of Highway 92 and 

four -tenths mile west of Poplar 

Springs Road.  We invite the com-

munity to join us for worship and 

Bible study for adults and children 

alike. Come to a place where you 

will meet Jesus and those who love 

him.  


