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Join us for Sunday 

worship at  

4425 Macland Rd.  

Hiram, Georgia 

30141 

Service time:            

10:00 a.m. with 

Bible class and 

Sunday school at 

11:15 a.m.  

Coming events:  

Sunday,  

October 9  

Stewardship 

Sunday  
 

Sunday,  

October 30 

Reformation 

Sunday  
 

 

For weekly 

sermons, visit our 

website and click 

on òSermons.ó  

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, 

please send an  e -mail at 

fpiepen@bellsouth.net and indicate 

your address.  

When we think of the Prot-

estant Reformation, we 

think mostly of the doc-

trinal struggle to empha-

size Godõs salvation as an 

act of grace on Godõs part, 

rather than an earned re-

ward on manõs part. Free-

dom from Godõs punish-

ment for sin cannot be 

bought, but only received 

as a gift by faith. If this 

had been the only truth 

rediscovered from Scrip-

ture through the Reforma-

tion, the church would still 

have benefited greatly.  

However, Martin Lutherõs 

goal to reform the church 

took aim also at the clergy.   

 

Luther was appalled at the 

lack of moral character in 

those who professed to be 

models for Godõs people. 

Church scandals were 

rampant in Lutherõs day. 

Mistresses, whorehouses, 

illegal children, relatives, 

and mercenaries were often 

on the churchõs payroll. In 

our day when clergy make 

the headlines as criminals, 

we can be thankful for pas-

tors who not only preach the 

Word but live it.  

 

In Lutherõs day the clergy 

were woefully ignorant of the 

Scriptures and simply re-

peated what they were spoon

-fed from the hierarchy. In 

our day when seminary de-

grees are offered through 

correspondence courses and 

clergy are restricted to Eng-

lish translations of the Bible 

rather than the original lan-

guages, we can be thankful 

for pastors who have spent 

long hours in seminary li-

braries.  

 

In Lutherõs day the clergy  

were more interested in 

building church empires, 

manipulating politics, 

and peddling meritorious 

salvation (fees, indul-

gences, penance, relics), 

rather than caring for 

souls through the ad-

ministration of the gos-

pel. In our day of mega 

churches, and virtual 

church where the 

preacherõs presence is 

realized only on a screen 

or monitor, we  can be 

thankful for pastors who 

still visit us in the hospi-

tal, have been to our 

homes, and who know 

our children by name.  
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Stewardship Sunday Is Coming  

money in accordance to 

the masterõs will. After 

all, it wasnõt the stewardõs 

money, it was the mas-

terõs money. The same is 

true in the church today. 

The Lord gives to each 

family the gifts of time, 

abilities, and income. 

These are to be used in 

accordance with the 

Lordõs will. Some gifts will be 

used for their personal lives; 

other gifts will be returned 

in service to the Lord. On 

Stewardship Sunday the 

church encourages good 

stewardship as a way of ex-

pressing her obedience to the 

Lord her master. Oh, how 

the Lord loves a cheerful 

giver (2 Corinthians 9:7).  

Stewardship  is a word that 

has lost its meaning today. 

In Jesusõ day the òstewardó 

was a manager of an-

otherõs household and 

property, especially the 

financial aspects. The mas-

ter would give the steward 

complete access to his as-

sets, and the steward 

would distribute the 
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     Sunday, September 11  

Ever since Jesusõ crucifixion, the cross has been the most 

enduring symbol of the Christian faith. Itõs found atop stee-

ples, in sanctuaries, and in homes. Some are just plain 

crosses; others, called crucifixes, are crosses with the cor-

pus, or body, of Jesus. Both reflect Jesusõ suffering and are 

appropriate for display in any situation.   

Some have tried to distinguish between the two by pointing 

out that the plain cross emphasizes Christõs resurrection, 

and the crucifix emphasizes his suffering and the depth of 

Godõs love. The controversy takes on added fuel when some 

try to identify the plain cross with Lutheranism and the 

crucifix with Catholicism.  

In reality, the use of a crucifix was the norm among Luther-

ans for centuries, including the early years of  our WELS 

synod. Some of the oldest WELS churches have a crucifix 

prominently displayed above the altar. But the crucifix was 

also the symbol of choice in the Reformation days. The fa-

mous 1547 altar piece by Lucas Cranach in Wittenberg 

shows Luther preaching on the right, the hearers on the 

left, and Christ on the cross between them. Some Lutherans 

began to move away from crucifixes during the age of Lu-

Cross or Crucifix?  

 

PAGE 2 VOLUME 11,  NUMBER  10

theran Pietism, which rejected much of Lutheran doc-

trine, and consequently, many Lutheran worship 

practices. About fifty years ago here in America, Lu-

therans felt a certain pressure to òfit inó with the Re-

formed Christianity that dominate much of the Prot-

estant church. Thus, for some Lutherans this meant 

doing away with things such as crucifixes, vestments, 

and other traditional forms of Lutheran worship.   

The òempty crossó is not a good symbol of Christõs 

resurrection, because the cross would have been 

empty regardless of whether or not Christ had risen 

from the grave. The crucifix does symbolize the suf-

fering of Christ our Lord for the salvation of the 

world, and as the Apostle Paul reminds us,  òWe 

preach Christ and him crucifiedó (1 Corinthians 1:23).  

On our synodõs website under questions and answers, 

we read the following, òCommittees are wise to con-

sider a crucifix, either depicting the suffering Christ 

or the exalted Christ dressed in his high -priestly 

vestments.ó The latter seems like the ideal compro-

mise.  

 

 

. 

    Church Picnic:  

Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church  

is located at 4425 Macland Road, 

one mile east of Highway 92 and 

four -tenths mile west of Poplar 

Springs Road.  We invite the com-

munity to join us for worship and 

Bible study for adults and children 

alike. Come to a place where you 

will meet Jesus and those who love 

him.  


