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 SCRIP Program Reintroduced -  

Check Out The Changes! 

Finally!  Here it is!  The 

SCRIP Program returns 

to Mighty Fortress! 

To those of you who 

regularly use this pro-

gram to increase your 

giving to the church, 

thank you for your pa-

tience as we reorganize 

and improve SCRIP. 

Also, two BIG “Thank 

yous!” to Carol Mehlberg 

for administering  SCRIP 

for so many years and to 

Mary Taylor for volun-

teering to be the new 

SCRIP coordinator. 

Mary is prepared to start 

taking orders on the 1st 

Sunday of September.  

 We will have Walmart 

and Visa gift cards at 

church, available for pur-

chase each week.   

Gift cards from other 

vendors can be ordered 

every other Sunday and 

will be delivered to you 

at church on the follow-

ing Sunday. 

Please note this is a 

change from the previous 

1st and 3rd Sunday 

schedule. 

Over time, as more peo-

ple participate, we hope 

to increase our ordering 

to every week for ulti-

mate convenience. 

Thanks for participating! 

How much do you spend on groceries each week?  How much do you spend on 

gas for your car each week?  Do you eat out once a week?  Once a month?   

Examples of SCRIP Benefits….. 

SCRIP - n. a program that, when used by Mighty Fortress friends and  members, 

earns FREE MONEY to support our music programs and WINGS projects. 

Gift cards are purchased at church and used at various stores like cash.  Vendors 

pay MFLC a commission for the sale of these cards.  See example at bottom of 

page. 

Ex. #1:  Sarah does all of her grocery 

shopping at Walmart.  She also buys all 

of her gas at Walmart.  Her weekly gro-

cery budget for her family of 4 is $100.  

Her weekly gas budget for her car is 

$50 and for her husband’s truck is $75. 

Every Sunday Sarah purchases $225 in 

Walmart gift cards from the SCRIP pro-

gram.   

Thanks to Sarah’s family, Mighty For-

tress receives $4.50 every week in com-

mission.  They have increased their giv-

ing by $234/year and it hasn’t cost them 

a cent! 

As a bonus she and her husband receive 

a discount of .10 per gallon of gas 

through September and .03 per gallon 

after that! 

 

Ex. #2:  Jeff does his grocery shopping 

wherever it is most convenient.  A dif-

ferent store each week.  He is partial to  

Shell gas because he likes the way his 

car runs on it.  His weekly grocery 

budget is less than $50, his weekly gas 

budget is $50, and he usually takes a 

date out to eat and/or to a movie once a 

week. 

This particular Sunday he purchases  a 

$50 Visa card for groceries so he can 

grocery shop anywhere, a $50 Shell 

card, a $50 O’Charley’s card and a $25 

AMC Movie Theater card. 

Thanks to Jeff, Mighty Fortress receives 

$10.50 in commission for his purchases 

this week.  His purchases will be 

slightly different each week but on aver-

age he has increased his giving by 

$546/year and it hasn’t cost him a 



Just a reminder of the weekly items for September.  If possi-

ble please pick up an item or two each week and drop it in 

the barrel in the narthex.  Thanks for your donations! 

Week 5:  Frozen 1 pound packages of Chicken and/or 

Ground Beef. 

Week 6:  Boxed Cereal, Mac and Cheese, Hamburger 

/Chicken Helpers, Oatmeal, Grits, etc. 

Week 7:   Peanut Butter, Jelly, Honey, Condiments, Kool-

Aid, Drink Mixes, etc.  

Week 8:  Pastas, Marinara Sauce, Alfredo Sauce, etc. 

Pantry Items Weekly Focus 
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The 48th Annual LWMS Convention 

was held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

June 23-26.  It was attended by close 

to 1,300 people from 59 circuits 

throughout the United States and the 

world.  

The convention began with a worship 

service on Thursday evening.  Friday 

and Saturday were filled with a mix-

ture of mission presentations, work-

shops, devotions, and entertainment. 

There were mission speakers from 

Southeast Asia and Mexico and from 

the Central Africa Medical Mission. 

Imagine the thrill of speaking in per-

son with actual missionaries and hear-

ing their personal stories.  

Missionaries spoke about the dangers 

of spreading the Word of God's love 

and grace through Jesus Christ to peo-

ple who have never heard this good 

news.  One new Christian travels four 

days in rugged territory with no 

marked roads to carry a few books in 

the native language to outlying vil-

lages.  He is happy to find small caves 

to sleep in and some rough foliage to 

cook for a meal.  Another new Chris-

tian and his wife hold Lutheran ser-

vices on the third floor of their busi-

ness - under threats to their lives.  

These are not paid U.S. missionaries. 

They are lay people who have heard 

the life-changing news of salvation 

and are ready to risk life and limb to 

tell others.  In some foreign mission 

fields people walk days in all weather 

conditions to worship.  They do not 

have pews or padded chairs or air con-

ditioning - or even windows and 

doors. Still they sing with joyful 

hearts and invite family and friends to 

come with them! 

It was reported at the convention that 

$69,919.12 was collected in mission 

project offerings this past year.  (Each 

of the 60 circuits submits 25% of their 

mission box offerings to the national 

office.)  Half of the money goes to the 

“Vicars in a Mission Setting” home 

mission project.  The other half goes 

to the “Japan” world mission project. 

It's amazing what can be accom-

plished to spread the good news of 

God's saving grace through our mis-

sion box offerings! 

The 2012 LWMS National Conven-

tion will be held June 21-24 in 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  

LWMS News and Notes 

Focus on World Missions 

In Romans 1:14-15 Paul writes, “I am obligated to 

both Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and 

the foolish.  That is why I am so eager to preach 

the gospel also to you who are in Rome.”  Paul 

uses the word “obligated” to teach us that spread-

ing the gospel to all people is not an option, but an 

obligation.  Paul realized that he owed every per-

son on earth the chance to hear the saving gospel, 

by which he himself was saved.  How true for us, 

too!  As we continue in our local service and out-

reach, let us consider how we may personally im-

pact the spreading of the gospel to all nations. 

Today we ask God to raise up a viable witnessing 

Church for each of the 128 people groups in Indo-

nesia.  These groups make up 60% of that country's 

population and 30 of these groups have no known 

(ZERO!) Christian believers or full-time workers.  

In the other 98 people groups, Christians represent 

LESS than 1% of the population.  We ask the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers - from Indonesia 

but also beyond - into His harvest field.           

(from OperationWorld.org) 
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There is nothing so powerful as Christians praying for one another.  This area is going 

to be reserved for you to request specific prayers or general prayers for yourself or for 

others.  Please take time to pray for these people during this month.    

 

Prayer requests may be made anonymously.  To request a prayer, submit it in writing 

to the WINGS box at the Bake Sale Table or contact any of the WINGS officers per-

sonally or via email. 

PRAYER CORNER:   PRAY FOR ME, SISTER. 

ñLove your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who mistreat 

you.ò 

 

Luke 6:27b,28 

Pray for Those Who Hate Us: 

Heavenly Father, this month marks 10 years since 

the 9/11 attacks on our country by those who hate 

us.  We ask you to help us fight against our natural 

instincts of fear and return of hatred.  Most impor-

tantly, we pray that You would bless the efforts of 

our missionaries in the Middle East.  Spread Your 

Gospel to the Muslim people and open their hearts 

to believe it.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Pray for Our Armed Forces: 

Lord, we ask that You be with and protect all of 

our men and women in the armed services. 

Bring peace to all areas of the world where there 

is war so that our troops can return home to their 

families.  Give wisdom to our President, Con-

gress, and military leaders so that they would 

utilize our military responsibly.  Also, bless the 

efforts of the National Guard as they serve to 

help in the areas hit hard by Hurricane Irene.  

Amen. 

Pray for Hurricane     Victims: 

Lord of All Creation, we ask you to 

be with those that have been effected 

by the recent hurricane on the east 

coast of our country.  Comfort those 

who have experienced loss of life and 

property.  Show them Your Divine 

Providence by taking care of them 

during this time of need.  Move their 

fellow citizens to come to their aid as 

Your servants of mercy.  Amen. 

Pray for Healing: 

Dear Jesus, our Best Friend, as we remember the 

horrific events of 9/11/01, heal our hearts and espe-

cially be with and bring peace and healing to those 

who lost loved ones on that day or on the battlefield 

since that day.  Carry our burden of sorrow and 

bring us joy.  Amen. 

Pray for Successful Surgery: 

O Great Physician, we thank and 

praise you for a successful surgery 

for Ed Taylor.  We further ask that 

You would bless the surgeons that 

will be operating on Ed again this 

month. Give them skill and guide 

their hands so that all goes well 

and healing can continue.  Con-

tinue to be with Ed and encourage 

him and his family.  If it is Your 

will, allow this surgery to com-

plete the process of restoring him 

to good health.  We ask this in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 



As I look forward to the month of Sep-

tember and I’m looking at the calendar 

to put the holidays and events on it, of 

course, Sept. 11th looms large. 

As an American, the memory of that 

day evokes all the anger, sadness and 

fear that you all remember.  Our more 

senior members probably get the same 

feelings when they remember Pearl 

Harbor in 1941.     

Unlike Pearl Harbor, though, this at-

tack has a religious flavor to it.  

While there are certainly political and 

secular contributing factors, it is hard 

not to see Sept. 11th as a direct attack 

on Christianity.  And that begs the 

question, “Why?”  “Why do they hate 

us so much?”   

News commentators have been trying 

unsuccessfully to answer that question 

for 10 years.   

As a Christian though, I know that God 

has already answered that question for 

us.   

I used to struggle with the “Why?” of 

Sept. 11th, but the more I thought 

about it, the clearer it became. 

I took comfort in the words of Paul 

when he wrote to the church at Corinth 

and to Timothy: 

“That is why, for Christ’s sake, I de-

light in weaknesses, in insults, in hard-

ships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  

For when I am weak, then I am 

strong.”  2Cor 12:10 

It’s hard to be happy about or “take 

pleasure in” persecutions.  But we can 

be encouraged that when others target 

us because of our love for and our faith 

in Christ, our strength to endure their 

attacks comes from the Almighty God 

Himself.  “If God is for us, who can be 

against us?” (Rom. 8:31b)  Our ene-

mies don’t stand a chance! 

“Everyone who wants to live a godly 

life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

2Tim 3:12 

Here, we are assured that all Christians 

who are living in Christ Jesus, “will be 
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT ... 

WINGS  UPDATE 

Opportunities for Service: 

§ Use SCRIP cards for as many of your purchases as 

possible to increase your giving to the church! 

§ Sign up to clean the church one week this month! 

§ Attend the WINGS meeting this month and start get-

ting involved! 

Faith In Action 
óFaith without works is dead.ó James 2:26b 

§ Have you noticed someone missing from church 

lately?  Call them to let them know they are 

missed. 

§ Check out the Questions for Family Discussion 

in the bulletin.  Talk about them with your 

spouse and/or kids! 

persecuted.”   

In short, the fact that Christians all 

over the world are being attacked 

by the devil and his servants 

should prove comforting to us. 

We are targeted by Satan because 

we are his enemies.  Those en-

snared by false religions are not a 

threat to him.  They don’t need to 

be attacked. 

We have the Truth of the Gospel.  

We are on the side of Victory.  

The fight has already been fought 

and the victory has already been 

won by Christ! 

May this perspective on world 

events motivate us all the more to 

spread the saving Gospel to our 

community and beyond so that 

more souls may be won for Christ 

and snatched from the grasp of 

Satan! 

In Christ,  

 Teri Baker 

http://www.goodsearch.com/%09%09%09%09%09%09%09%09/Image.aspx%09%09%09%09%09%09%09%09?imgurl=http://www.2thessalonians.co.uk/images/Satans_Defeat.jpg%09%09%09%09%09%09%09%09&thurl=http://ts4.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=1199049213927&amp;id=75bc7a


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 
SCRIP orders 

will be taken 

tomorrow!  

4 

Turn in Week 5 

Pantry items!  

5  6  Week 6 Food 

Pantry Focus:  

Dry Cereal, Oat-

meal, Boxed 

Dinners  

 

Turn in 9/11  

7 
Bible Study at 

the church  

10am 

8 
WINGS  7pm  

9 10 

11 Turn in 

Week 6 Pantry 

Items!  

 

12  Week 7 

Food Pantry 

Focus:  PB&J, 

Honey, Condi-

ments,  Drink 

Mixes, etc.  

Turn in 9/18  

13 14 
Bible Study at 

the church 

10am 

15 16 17 
SCRIP orders 

will be taken 

tomorrow!  

Thrivent Night 

at the Braves!  

18 
Turn in Week 7 

Pantry Items!  

19 
Week 8 Food 

Pantry Focus:  

Pasta, Pasta 

Sauces 

Turn in 9/25  

20 21 
Bible Study at 

the church 

10am 

22 23 24 

25 
Turn in Week 8 

Pantry Items!  

26 27 28 
Bible Study at 

the church 

10am 

29 30 SCRIP orders 

will be taken 

tomorrow! 

(10/2)  

  

September 2011 

10 Years Ago Today 
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